THE   MAIN,   FLORIDA,   AND   VIRGINIA             Ij
which we had news that 80 galleons had sailed from England and
that 30 of them had sacked the island of Cape Verde.1 On the i2th2
instant 34 sail appeared off the port of this city, among which there
were only 11 pinnaces or frigates; the rest were galleons from 400
tons, the largest, down to 200 tons, the smallest. What troops they
carry may be deduced.
That night four galleons and nine of the pinnaces sailed past, to
Hayna inlet. This is a small port three leagues from the city. There
they landed nine companies, being about 1400 men, 800 musketeers
and harquebusiers, the rest pikes and halberds.
Next day, the nth of the month, about two o'clock, they arrived
within sight of the city and took it almost without any resistance
whatever, many of its inhabitants having escaped with what they
could carry and hidden in the bush and on estates. The cash in Your
Majesty's treasury, which I believe to have been about 50,000
ducats, could not be saved, although I reported it to the president.
The shortness of time and his perturbation did not permit. There
were some 12,000 ducats in silver and gold, and the rest in the cur-
rency of the country. They have occupied the city and fortress and
do not come out.
What occurred before the city's capture is that about six months
ago Licentiate Cristobal de Ovalle, president of this Audienda>
received a letter from San Lucar, from Licentiate Armenteros,
alcalde de corte of the Audienda at Granada, which warned him to be
on guard for there was reliable news of the said fleet to the effect that
it had left England for these parts. Despite both warnings he lived
as carelessly as the unhappy event demonstrates.
I advised him to write into the interior of the island, to summon
people to this city, and to make ready the ships which were in the
harbour, and to hold musters of the available foot and (p. 2) horse,
and to assign these men to their advisable posts and places, and to
give each one his orders what to do, where to present himself, and to
keep look-outs along all the coast who with fire signals might warn
the city, and to provide the fortress with powder and munitions. I
believe that he did not do it because the residents here assured him
that it was impossible to land men at the port of Hayna.
1 For a description of this raid see A dt /., 143-3-16, Indiferente General 1097,
Alvaro Mendez de Castro to President Hernando de Vega of the Council for Indies,
from Lisbon, February 8, 1586, and its numerous enclosures. Cf. Castellanos*
Discurso, Canto II, p. 303:
6... un portugnes que vio la maldad hecha...
A grandes vozes dice que navega.. **
*Sic.